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CORONAVIRUS — KIMBERLEY 
Statement by Member for Kimberley 

MS D.G. D’ANNA (Kimberley) [12.52 pm]: Today is National Close the Gap Day, and I would like to acknowledge 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are leading the way in transforming health and community services, 
policies and programs by rebuilding them with the foundations of culture and country in the sector. Community-led 
solutions respond effectively to current and future needs in a robust and holistic way, using cultural knowledge 
and practices to restore the wellbeing of their communities. In that spirit, I rise today to celebrate the hard work and 
dedication of all those in the community and the Kimberley Aboriginal Medical Service in tackling and informing 
the community of the ongoing outbreaks of COVID-19 in the Kimberley. 
In particular, I would like to give the peninsula communities a shout-out for how they have come together to enact 
their community pandemic plans to keep people safe after recording COVID-19 cases in Djarindjin, Lombadina 
and Ardyaloon. Now, this week, we are seeing cases in Beagle Bay and the community has gone into voluntary 
lockdown to make sure that we are limiting the spread of the virus. As we see the number of cases across the 
Kimberley region in Derby, Fitzroy Crossing, Halls Creek, Billiluna and Kununurra increase, I encourage everyone 
to make sure that they are vaccinated and following the health rules to keep themselves and their community safe. 
Rapid response teams from WA Health and KAMS came into the communities and conducted PCR tests for whole 
communities. Along with KAMS providing much-needed rapid antigen tests and masks, other local Aboriginal 
organisations and community organisations have also contributed with isolation packs, sanitiser in spray bottles and 
the like. I am proud to see communities coming together to keep our mob safe. Congratulations to all the organisations, 
communities and individuals for this enormous effort as we protect our vulnerable people from COVID. 
 


	CORONAVIRUS — KIMBERLEY
	Statement by Member for Kimberley


